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30 October 1953

MEMORANDUM FOR:  Deputy Director/Intelligence
SUBJECT: Staff Study on USAF Over-Flights

PROBLEM

1. The problem is to secure photography from the Directorate

of Inteuiieneel wwi on recent and projected over-flights of

25X6  paoTs ARD DISCUSSION

2. On 26 June 1953, this Agency was contacted by the

25X6 Directorate of Intelligence, UBAF, to co-ordinate in the projected
over-£light ﬁ This was done at a serles
of conferences with representatives of the Directorate of Intelligence,
USAF, end this Agency concurred in the proposed plan. The CIA
representatives indicated vhat camers {ypes, configurations, films
and related operations offered the best chance of collecting snswexrs
toc CIA intelligence requirements. It is belleved that this CIA
participation improved the intelligence value of the mission.
The over-flight was subsequently msde and the photography inspected
on 1 September 1953 by e representetive of CRR. He was informed
that a limited mumber of Top Secrat Mission Review Reports Seriels
1255 and 1256 were under preparation and that one copy of each was
scheduled to be forwarded to CIA Central Top Secret Control in a
few days. However, this Agency bas never received copies of the
photography. Om 11 September the representative of the Geographic
Research Area, ORR, called the Fhoto Reconnalssance Branch, AFOIN,
to ask sbout the CIA coples of the same Mission Review Reports
and was informed ithat General Sanford bad ordered all coples
of these reports, all data sheets and related photography to be
put away in the "desp freeze". Another call on 30 Octodber
to the same office revealed that there was no change in this
gltustion and that target materials based on the subject
photography vere being produced from memory only.
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*CRURITY INFORMATION

3. The procedures br approvel of over-flights are not as yet 25X6

firm. A precedent wes esteblished in the GG opocration,

however, which procedure 1s in the final stages of approval. In essence,

this procedure involves the following steps:

{a) The estsblishment of the requirement by the USAF end
its co-ordinstion with the Army and Navy.

{b) Approvel, through the Joint Chiefs of Staff, of the
Secreteary of Defense subject to concurrence by the Department
of State and the Central Intelligence Agency.

{c) Final Joint Chiefs of Staff approval.

., 'Me procedure in Paragraph 3 is in a JIC draft and will
be forwarded to the Joint Chiefs of Staff for their approval,
gubsequent to which the procedure will be firm.

5. The present procedure stems from a decision by the President
that he did not wish to be involved in the approval of over-flights,
because of the implications of Executlve concurrence in the event
that any over-flighits were intercepted or that operational failure
ook place. However, it was the Presideni's directlon that siate
Department and CIA co-ordination be cobtained. It is the opinion
of Colonel Cole, representative of the Deputy for Collection

25X6 (General Lewis), Directorate of Intelligence, USAF, that, should
CIA not co-ordinate on a projected over-flight, that finel spproval
would not be forthcoming from the Joint Chlefs of Staff.

£. A nev over-flight _ is currently being
planned end Colonel Cole has contacted thie Agency for its requirements
and co-ordineiion. These requirements and the co-ordinetion are in
process.

T. A further indicatlon of CIA psrticipation In support of
over-flichts has been evidenced by an approach made by
DD/P, to ascertain Geographic Area capabilities for preparing
evasion and escape geographic studles for over-flight areas. It
25X1A  ¥es sgreed that such studies could be prepared for Btrategle Alr
Command and that upon further clerification within the Psychological
Warfare Division, Alr Force, s verbal request may be made o the

ﬁti Director of Centrel Intelligence through the Chilef of the
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CORCLUSIONS
25X6 8. In view of the fallure to cbtain the photogrephy on the

over-flight from the Air Force, it is improbable
that fubture bigh priority photography of the same nature can be
dbtained for national intellipgence exploitstion.

9. Approval for future over-flight missions probably would
not be granted by the Joint Chiefs of Staff without the concurrence
of this Agency.

10. C©IA currently furnishes sll CIA over-flight mission
phobography to the UBSAF.
25X6
11. There are strong indications that CIA may be called
wpon by the UBAF to furnish escepe and evasion studies in su
of future over-flights, possibly beginning with ﬂ
operation.

ACTIOH RECOMMENDED

25X6 12. It is recommended that the Deputy Director/Intelligence
conkact the Direchor of Intelligence, USAF, %o cbtain the photography
of NG oo -c1izht and the latter's sssurance of
copies of future photography. If such co-operation cannoct be 25X6
pbtained Trom the Alr Force, it is recormended that this Agency

withhold 1ts approval of [N over-£2ext-

PO B. GUIHE
issistant Director
Research and Reporis
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